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SUBJECT: ROKG COOPERATION WITH INVESTIGATIONS 

1 . ROK EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR PAK CALLED ON KOREA 
AFFAIRS DIRECTOR RICH OCTOBER 21 TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE FUTURE 
ROKG COOPERATION WITH INVESTIGATIONS IN AFTERMATH OF BREAK- 
DOWN OF JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TALKS IN SEOUL. ROK EMBASSY 
SOUGHT COMMENT ON REASON FOR USG INSISTENCE THAT TONGSUN 
PARK BE INTERVIEWED ONLY IN U.S. EMBASSY SEOUL REGARDING 

HIS WILLINGNESS TO TRAVEL TO A THIRD COUNTRY FOR TESTIMONY. 

ROK EMBASSY IS SEEKING TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO SEOUL AS 
TO HOW FURTHER COOPERATION COULD BE BEST EFFECTED WITH 
U.S. INVESTIGATIONS. 

2. RICH INFORMED PAK THAT WE WOULD HAVE NO COMMENT FOR THE 
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EMBASSY UNTIL THERE COULD BE FULL CONSULTATION WITH JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS WHO HAD CONDUCTED DISCUSSIONS IN 
SEOUL. RICH REMINDED COUNSELOR PAK OF REQUIREMENT IN THE 
LAW THAT USG REPORT TO THE CONGRESS BY NOVEMBER 4 REGARDING 
ROKG COOPERATION WITH JUSTICE DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATIONS, 

HOWEVER, AND SHORT DEADLINE WHICH THEREFORE REMAINED IF 
POSITIVE AND SUBSTANTIVE COOPERATION WERE TO BE DEMONSTRATED 
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PRIOR TO FIRST REPORT TO THE CONGRESS. 

3. RICH STATED FORCEFULLY THAT, ALTHOUGH ROKG HAD SHOWN 
SOME EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH THE FRINGES OF THE PROBLEM IN 
RELATION TO BANK SUBPOENAS, JUSTICE DEPARTMENT MEETINGS, 
ETC., NONE OF THIS ADDRESSED THE FUNDAMENTAL COMMITMENT 
TO COOPERATION WHICH WAS REQUIRED. RICH NOTED THE REPEATED 
WARNINGS TO AMBASSADOR KIM IN THE PAST THAT THE USG HAD 
SIGNIFICANT EVIDENCE WHICH WOULD IN DUE COURSE COME OUT, 
AND THAT SOME OF THIS WAS NOW BEING DEMONSTRATED IN 
THE CURRENT HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE HEARINGS. IN SUCH A 
SITUATION IT SHOULD BE PLAIN TO ROKG THAT MINOR DAMAGE 
LIMITING EXERCISES WERE INSUFFICIENT AND UNRESPONSIVE TO 
THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM. ONLY A FUNDAMENTAL DECISION 
TO CUT LOOSE FROM THAT PAST THROUGH ACTIVE COOPERATION 
TO BRING FULL TESTIMONY TO BEAR ON THE IMPROPER ACTIONS 
WHICH TOOK PLACE VIS-A-VIS AMERICAN POLITICAL FIGURES 
WOULD HAVE THE CHANCE OF SALVAGING SOMETHING POSITIVE 
OUT OF THIS EPISODE. UNDERSTANDABLY, SUCH A DECISION 
COULD PROBABLY BE MADE ONLY BY PRESIDENT PARK, BUT TO 
SUPPLY FULL COOPERATION AT THIS STAGE COULD OFFER PROSPECT 
OF POSITIVE UNDERSTANDING AND NEW FRESH BEGINNING IN OUR 
RELATIONS. 

3. COUNSELOR PAK STATED THAT FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF 
CURRENT ROUND OF HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE HEARINGS AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 254350 

OPPORTUNITY FOR STATE AND JUSTICE TO CONSULT ON RECENT 
DISCUSSIONS IN SEOUL, AMBASSADOR KIM WOULD WISH TO ENGAGE 
IN SERIOUS CONSULTATION NEXT WEEK WITH DEPARTMENT TO 
DISCUSS FURTHER COOPERATION. VANCE 
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